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According to the Sept. 24 issue of the official daily newspaper Critica, Panamanian authorities
arrested 18 persons within the last few hours for alleged participation in subversive activities
directed by the US government, deposed President Eric Arturo Delvalle, opposition politicians
and ousted military officers. In a front-page story, Critica said the detained persons were linked
to one of two "clandestine" organizations, the National Patriotic Committee (Comite Patriotico
Nacional-CPN), and the March 16 Active Movement (Movimiento Activo 16 de Marzo-MA16). Both
groups, said the newspaper, endorse the violent overthrow of the government, and the creation
of guerrilla base camps. According to official sources cited by Prensa Latina, the arrests were the
result of an earlier raid by state security forces on an apartment in downtown Panama City. In
the raid, three men were arrested and agents seized weapons, maps of government buildings and
military installations, and other documents outlining the CPN's plans for recruiting young persons.
The three arrested at the apartment were Ivan Mojica, Carlos Paris and Jose del Carmen Serrafin.
Serrafin, said government sources, had regular contacts with Isaac Rodriguez, general secretary of
the Hydraulic and Electricity Sources Institute union; members of the Christian Democrat Party;
Civic Crusade leaders; and, opposition teachers associations. Critica reported that among the
arrested were Alberto Conte, a Civic Crusade leader; businessperson Giovanni Carlucci; teacher
Diana del Rio; and, Dilsa Espino. The four were accused of cooperating with MA16, an organization
allegedly financed by the US, and directed by three former officers of the Panamanian Defense
Forces: Lt. Col. Eduardo Herrera, Maj. Moises del Rio and Capt. Augusto Villalaz. The officers were
forcibly retired from the PDF after the failed coup against Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega on March
16 this year. Next, Critica said 14 of the arrested persons were accused of collaborating with the
CPN. Included among the 14 were National Assembly members Francisco Artola and Jacobo Salas
of the Authentic Panamanian Party (Partido Panamenista Autentico). Artola and Salas, according to
sources cited by Prensa Latina, had made frequent trips to Miami, Costa Rica and Mexico in recent
months, reportedly to arrange for acquisition and other supplies. Spokespersons for the Authentic
Panamanian Party and the Christian Democrat Party confirmed the arrests, and denied government
charges of "subversion." Ricardo Arias Calderon, president of the Christian Democrat party, told
reporters that the government's charges were simply absurd. "This is an old story that the regime
has employed on various occasions in the past against us who represent the democratic hopes of
the people," he said. In a communique, the Authentic Panamanian Party denounced the arrests and
described them as nothing more than the military hierarchy's attempt to intervene in opposition
activities. Party leader Marcos Alarcon was cited by AP as saying that the subversion charges were
the government's "absurd fabrication" as a means to justify arresting opposition politicians. (Basic
data from AP, Prensa Latina, 09/24/88)
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